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“We’re building Healthbeat to help everyone 

understand how the public health system 

works so we can all work to make it better. 

This is essential to our democracy and our 

collective well-being.”

Our mission
Public health, explained



Public health versus health care

“Health care helps people after 
they fall in the river. It helps 
them get out.” 

“Public health tries to prevent 
people from falling in the river 
in the first place.”



Public health work 

Immunizations and 

maternal and child health

Restaurant and pool 

inspections

Epidemiology and 

surveillance
Emergency responses



“I pitched upon this place not 

only for the pleasantness of the 

situation, but because …I 

thought it healthy.”

‘All in perfect health’

“The people are all in 

perfect health.” 



‘A dangerous distemper raging’



Public health + power 



State public health: a hybrid system

18 public health districts

Georgia Department of Public Health

159 counties, each with a public 
health department



At the top: 

Georgia Dept. of Public Health
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Georgia Department of Public Health



In the middle: 

The 18 public health districts



In the middle: 

18 public health districts



Georgia’s public health system

18 public health districts

Georgia Department of Public Health

159 counties, each with a public 
health department



The backbone: 

159 county health departments



What do county health departments do? 

1. Breast and cervical cancer screening 

2. Routine vaccinations as well as Covid, flu and mpox vaccines

3. HIV and sexually transmitted infection prevention, screening, 

and treatment 

4. Minor ailments, chronic disease screening 

5. Oral health services 

6. Physicals and school screenings 

7. Pregnancy testing 

8. Refugee health 

9. Tuberculosis screening and treatment 

10. Diabetes prevention and management 

11. Child car safety programming 



What do county health departments do? 

12. Tattoo parlor inspections

13. Restaurant inspections 

14. Hotel and motel inspections

15. Public pool inspections

16. Rodent control 

17. Mosquito control 

18. Rabies control 

19. Issue certifications for septic system construction, etc. 

20. Lead poisoning 

21. Birth and death certificates 

22. Low THC oil cards



● Eliminated in 2000 in the U.S. 

● Herd immunity rate: 95%

● Georgia kindergarten rate: 

88.4%

Measles: The big picture



Measles: Anatomy of a response

1,001 cases so far this year

versus

285 cases last year



Measles: Anatomy of a response

Friday, Jan. 24

“We have a suspect measles 

case….

Monday, Jan. 27

“This is an all hands on deck response …” 

Contained to just three cases in one family



Other topics we’re following



STAY CONNECTED WITH 

@HealthbeatNews  

@HealthbeatUS

2. SIGN UP FOR OUR ATLANTA NEWSLETTER:
https://www.healthbeat.org/atlanta/subscribe/

1. FOLLOW US ON SOCIALS: Newsletter sign-up

3. STAY IN TOUCH WITH ME
Rgrapevine@healthbeat.org
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