
4/18/2020

1

Immigration Reform

Epidemics in Atlanta’s Past
Polly J. Price

Professor of  Law and Global Health
Emory University

“Social-distancing measures are the only 
viable strategy at the current time.”

 For social distancing measures such as non-
essential business closings and shelter in place 
advisories, state, municipal and county 
governments can usually make their own 
decisions.

 42 State Governors have issued state-wide orders 
for social-distancing.

 The “enforcement” question…
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Louisiana v. Texas (S. Ct. 1900)

 “This court has often declared that the States have 
the power to protect the health of their people by 
police regulations directed to that end, and that 
regulations of that character are not to be 
disregarded because they may indirectly or 
incidentally affect interstate commerce.  But when 
that principle has been announced it has always been 
said that the police power of a State cannot be so 
exerted as to obstruct foreign or interstate commerce 
beyond the necessity for its exercise, and that the 
courts must guard vigilantly against needless intrusion 
upon the field committed to Congress.”

Morgan’s Steamship v. Louisiana Board of 
Health (S. Ct. 1886) 

 “I]t may be conceded that whenever Congress 
shall undertake to provide for the commercial 
cities of the United States a general system of 
quarantine, or shall confide the execution of the 
details of such a system to a National Board of 
Health, or to local boards, as may be found 
expedient, all State laws on the subject will be 
abrogated, at least so far as the two are 
inconsistent.  But, until this is done, the laws of 
the State on the subject are valid.”
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